Application for CPC funds (long form):
1. Goals:   To restore and install an historic hand carved street sign originally located at the beginning of Abbott Road at Washington Street.  The sign announced the entrance to Abbott Road and identified the direction to the Belvedere Estates (now called the Country Club area). “Belvedere” translates from Italian to mean “beautiful to see,” an appropriate name for a development of fine homes built there over many years.   The Estates were the first major large house development in Wellesley begun in the 1890’s.    The sign was erected in the 1920’s in the arts and crafts style.  The wrought iron arm is of particular significance.   Age and rot caused the sign to topple on July 10, 2009 but was quickly recovered by alert Wellesley police and highway departments.  Restoring it would return an important piece of historic streetscape to the area.

     2.    Community Need:  Wellesley is rapidly loosing historic landmarks.  The

            Belvedere Abbott Road sign is a vestige of an era (1920’s) that built public

            buildings with character giving the town its reputation as a special suburb.  Other

            buildings from that period include a number of elementary schools, the Sprague

            Clock Tower, Wellesley Hills Branch Library, and the Wellesley Square Fire

            Department.   On either side of Abbot Road at Washington Street were

            constructed the Wellesley Trust Company, first bank in Wellesley Hills (now

            known as the Bank of America), and the Boston Private Bank, originally a luxury

            apartment building.  The Belvedere Abbott Road sign is a small element so it

            doesn’t rate a place in existing town plans but nevertheless, it is recognized as

            unique and deserving of preservation.

3. Community Support:  The abutters, Boston Private Bank and the Bank of America, enthusiastically support the idea of replacing the sign. Other neighbors have not been approached for support but from every indication there is no opposition.    
4. Budget: The cost to restore and replace is estimated at $6,000.  The restored sign estimate of $ 4,995 is a proposal by the highly recommended Hammersmith Studio, quality restorers of ironwork in Concord.  The estimated cost of approximately $ 1,000 covers the installation of the sign by the Wellesley Highway Dept.  There are three parts to the sign:  the post, 156”(needing complete replacement). This includes a 26 ½” metal encasement to protect the base of the post presently in the ground on Abbott Road; the wrought iron bracket or arm, 72” (needing restoration as it was bent in the collapse), and the sign itself (30 X 40 ½) which also needs complete replacement and the addition of the original gold leaf.  

5. Funding:  Boston Private Bank is considering a donation to the cause.  Bank of America is unable to at this time.  Other than that, there are no other sources of funding other than what is being requested from the CPC.   There are no plans to seek funding elsewhere.  Rejection by CPC would retire the project for this applicant.  It is important to keep in mind that this modest project could demonstrate a highly visible way in which CPC funds are well spent in the town. 

6. Time line:  Following the approval at the ATM it is estimated the sign

      replacement will take about six months with the installation completed in 2010.

7. Implementation:  I would be happy to coordinate this project for the town.  I am

      an interested neighbor and long-time resident, owner of a family printing business

      which in 2009 is celebrating our eightieth year of doing business in Wellesley.   

      I am past present of the Wellesley Historical Society (1987-1992).  Also, I would

      be pleased to coordinate with the Historical Commission if necessary.

8. Maintenance:  The Highway Department has agreed to install the sign and the Director of Wellesley’s Department of Public Works is aware of the responsibility for its upkeep as part of normal sidewalk and road maintenance.  No special funding is expected.

9. Further Documentation: The site is under the control of the Wellesley Highway

      Department.

    10.  Feasibility Reports: A newspaper article from the 1970’s documents previous

           repairs.  The carved date (10/21/95) on the current post indicates when it was last

           replaced during the reconstruction of Washington Street in the mid 1990’s.

   11.   Historical Preservation:  The Wellesley Historical Commission has issued a

           letter of support (November 12, 2009) which qualifies the sign as

           historic: “The property, site, document or artifact has been determined by the

          Wellesley Historical Commission to be significant in the history, archaeology,

          architecture or culture  of the Town.”
12. Zoning Compliance:  This is a replacement sign.  According to the Planning Board it is a “street sign” and not regulated by the Zoning Bylaw.  It is controlled by the Highway Department under the direction of the Department of Public Works.

   13.   Basis of Eligibility for CPA Funds: This request falls under “Acquire, preserve,

           rehabilitate and restore historic resources” for the reasons stated above.

13. Other: A copy of the Hammersmith Studios estimate and description is attached

       along with a photo of the sign in place (before July, 2009) and a photo of it stored

       in the Highway Department yards (after July 2009)

