Sprague Field Task Force Meeting Minutes – September 12, 2007

Wellesley High School Library

Task Force Members Present: Chris Guiffre, Chair, Larry Izzo, Tom Brown, Richard Bashian, Greg Mills, Mike Urban, Jane Neilson, Barbara McMahon, Marijane Tuohy, Suzi Littlefield, Todd Himstead, Curt Smith

Wellesley Residents Present: Bob Finnegan, Sarah Frost (representing Richard Morse and the Wellesley Cancer Prevention Project)

Mr. Guiffre called the meeting to order at 7:10. Following introductions, a motion was made to accept the minutes of the September 5 meeting with one change in the scope of mission. The minutes were accepted with the change.

 Mr. Guiffre asked Mr. Izzo, SFTF member representing the Wellesley Health Department, to review detailed maps of the Sprague Fields. The maps indicate the area to be remediated as well as locations of drilling sites used for testing.  Mr. Izzo will provide maps to SFTF members at the next meeting.

The meeting continued with a discussion of the consultant proposals received in response to the SFTF RFP. It was pointed out that the actual hiring of a consultant is done by the School Committee, at the recommendation of the SFTF.  A lengthy discussion of the proposals received followed, pointing out the strengths and weaknesses of each. Ms. Tuohy indicated that the Advisory Committee will want to see some analysis of potential toxicity and possible risks to elementary school children because of the proximity to the Sprague School. Members of the SFTF expressed the desire to know what other possible products/in-fill might be available that have not been examined.  The SFTF agreed to invite three consultants to make presentations of their proposals with special attention to be given to the firm’s particular capabilities relating to: the potential safety and environmental risk of synthetic turf; relevant project experience of any kind they have had working with elementary schools and young children; special understanding of the distinct nature of the site to be remediated.

The meeting proceeded with a review of the feedback from the June 2007 listening session held by the School Committee. The SFTF discussed each point.  It was agreed that an additional sub-group of the SFTF is warranted: a Sprague Fields Use sub-group, which will be comprised of Ms. Neilson, Mr. Himstead, Mr. Brown and Mr. Fleischer.

A letter inviting interested residents to a public hearing at the next SFTF meeting will be placed in the Townsman. In addition, members of the SFTF will invite members of the individual constituent groups represented to attend the session. SFTF members and minutes of SFTF meetings will be added to the School Committee website.

Mr. Izzo distributed a list of documents used by the Health Department to review the issues of synthetic fields. The documents are available for all SFTF members from the Health Department. In addition, all testing reports relating to the Sprague Fields conducted by consultants are available at the Wellesley Public Library (second floor reference area). Mr. Izzo will also explore the possibility of the Health Department assistance on the issue of toxicity.

In looking at the Master Agenda for the SFTF, it was decided no additional meetings should be scheduled at this time.  Due to the conflict with the Special Town Meeting, the SFTF meeting scheduled for November 14 has been deleted; the SFTF will meet on Tuesday, October 30 instead.

Mr. Guiffre reported that the School Committee has a placeholder on the warrant for the Special Town Meeting to request funds to pay the consultant recommended by the SFTF. He also reported he had spoken with Mr. Dinwoody of the CPC and that a request for funds will go to the full committee. If CPC funds are made available and/or if funds from the Advisory Committee reserve fund are made available, the funding request will not be made at the Special Town Meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 p.m.

